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Testimony of Jonathan Lowy, President & Founder, Global Action on Gun Violence1 

before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

Hearing on "Respecting and enforcing human rights in the face of the activities of arms 

manufacturing and trading firms in the Americas," October 25, at 4:00 p.m. (EST). 

I. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 

Honorable Commissioners and Member States, I am Jonathan Lowy, President and Founder of 

Global Action on Gun Violence.  Thank you for inviting me to speak at this important hearing. 

 

For 25 years I have fought to stop the illegal arms trade and pushed for best practices in the gun 

industry, representing dozens of families and governments, from the U.S., Canada, and Mexico, 

in lawsuits to stop the flow of illegal guns. 

 

I recently created Global Action on Gun Violence because I believe that international action is 

the best way to end the U.S. gun violence epidemic, and prevent it from becoming a pandemic. 

 

GAGV provides litigation and advocacy to victims of gun violence, nations and international 

organizations, with a focus on stopping gun trafficking from the U.S.   I am an independent 

witness, but because GAGV engages in advocacy, we – and I – are registered under the Foreign 

Agents Registration Act for Mexico.   

 

II. HOW U.S. POLICY AND THE ARMS INDUSTRY CAUSE GUN VIOLENCE 

 

If you take away one message from my testimony, it should be: 

 

Immunity leads to impunity.  Lax U.S. laws give the arms industry effective immunity from 

regulation and accountability, that leads to impunity to supply the criminal market, and infringe 

on core human rights of people throughout the region.2  

  

The criminal gun market is not unavoidable; it is the result of deliberate actions by private arms 

companies, and lax laws that allow them.  Dealers choose to sell guns to buyers they know are 

likely trafficking, and manufacturers choose to supply them without any condition or oversight. 

Mexico’s lawsuits and press reports provide countless examples of dealers selling large numbers 

of guns to obvious traffickers who supply criminals in Mexico, the U.S., the Caribbean, and 

elsewhere.3 

The U.S. government authorizes these dealers to sell unlimited numbers of guns, even when they 

repeatedly violate gun laws.4 

Manufacturers are allowed to sell military-style weapons, and supply even the worst dealers. 
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Over 20 years ago, the U.S. Department of Justice called on the gun industry to “identify and 

refuse to supply dealers and distributors that have a pattern of selling guns to criminals and straw 

purchasers.”5  The industry refused.6 With no repercussions. 

In 2000, Smith & Wesson agreed in a settlement with the U.S.7 to institute safer practices.  It 

reneged.8  With no repercussions. 

Since then, the arms industry has doubled down on assault weapon sales and practices that 

supply criminals, leading to marked increases of gun deaths in the U.S., Mexico, and other 

countries.9 

III. HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS  

The illegal arms trade causes a regional citizen security crisis and infringes on human rights, 

including the right to life.10  Contrary to its due diligence obligations, the U.S. fails to prevent or 

investigate human rights violations,11 or impose “appropriate punishment” on those 

responsible.12 Instead, the U.S. provides effective immunity which creates impunity for conduct 

that feeds human rights abuses.  

IV. GAGV’S CALL TO ACTION 

We respectfully request that the Commission: 

One, recommend that all States Members of the OAS adopt and enforce effective regulatory 

measures to combat the illegal trade in firearms; and 

Two, prepare a report focusing on the human rights impacts of the illegal gun trafficking from 

the U.S. 

Global Action on Gun Violence stands ready to assist the Commission in any way. Thank you. 
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